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The Rosa-Luxemburg-Stiftung is an internationally operating, left-wing non-profit
organisation providing civic education. It is affiliated with Germany's «Die Linke» (Left
Party). Active since 1990, the foundation has been committed to the analysis of social
and political processes and developments worldwide.

The Stiftung works in the context of the growing multiple crises facing our current
political and economic system. |In cooperation with other progressive organisations
around the globe, the Stiftung focuses on democratic and social participation,
the empowerment of disadvantaged groups, and alternative economic and social
development.

The Stiftung's international activities aim to provide civic education by means of
academic analyses, public programmes, and projects conducted together with
partner institutions. The Rosa-Luxemburg-Stiftung works towards a more just world and
a system based on international solidarity.

WWW.rosalux.eu


http:// www.rosalux.eu
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GRIP

The Group for Research and Information on Peace and Security (GRIP) was established in
1979 out of a desire to provide objective and impartial information on issues such as the
Cold War, East-West power relations and the balance of terror (missile crisis). In the 1980s,
GRIP became particularly well known for its analyses and reports on the arms race.

From the 1990s onwards, following the end of the Cold War, GRIP focused its work on
broader security issues, acquiring recognised expertise on questions of armament and
disarmament (production, transfer control and regulations, non-proliferation), conflict
prevention and management (particularly in Africa), and European integration in the field
of defence and security.

GRIP is an independent research centre, recognised as a continuing education
organisation by Belgium’'s French Community. The team is made up of around 20
permanent employees, including researchers, publications and communications officers,
and administrative and secretarial staff. Its research activities are also supported by a
number of associate researchers, both in Belgium and abroad. GRIP is an active member
of many international research networks.

WWW.Qrip.org


http://www.grip.org 
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In the language of the arms industry, weapons do not exist. We speak of «defence
products or technologies», whose purpose is not to kill but to «protect». We do not
talk about deaths either, but about «increased lethality», «impressive qualitative
contribution» or «innovation representing great export opportunities».

But beyond these marketing notions, the reality is far less rosy. The weapons we
produce here in Europe cause death on the other side of the world. And yes, when we
export weapons to a «sensitive country» when all indications are that we should not,
we are partly responsible when they «fall into the wrong hands» and cause misery and
destruction.

The arms trade is opaque, vast and complex. Colossal sums of money are involved,
there is a certain cult of secrecy and it is not always clear what is legal and what is not.
A world that is not well known, that we invite you to discover... Follow the guide!

This is not a weapon.

(but a defence technology with
high export potential)



WEAPONS ARE AS OLDP AS HUMANITY ITSELF
ORIGINALLY THEY WERE USE[P FOR HUNTING
AND TO WARD OFF PREPATORS.

BUT THEY SOCON CAME TQ SERVE
OTHER PURPOSES: BRANPISHING POWER
COVER FELLOW HUMANS AND GRAPUALLY

POMINATING THE WORLE..

WILISATI W THE PROLIFERATION OF FIREARMS IS NOW
e BIEMORE SOPIETICTED. | 2 CLeM SCOUoE, TS ARE BEEEY
ANP INCREASINGLY PESTRUCTIVE WITH MGREE&%’?&#AHUFACTUREP .

THE WORLED? HAS NEVER BEEN AS HEAVILY ARMED AS IT IS TODAY AND, AS WE SHALL SEE,
%ﬂgﬂgﬂgﬁg%gﬁé&ﬂﬁTmEﬁ BEAR A HEAVY RESPONSIBILITY FOR THIS. A CHANGE OF COURSE
I Ly



L=‘.‘./ ARMED CONFLICT, CRIME,
Sy ~ TERRORISM, POACHING...
'« THE DEVASTATION CAUSED BY FIREARMS
-~ IS WIDESPREAD AND VARIED.

S  MOST VICTIMS IN ARMEDP CONFLICTS
‘ : ARE CIVILIANS'.

WHAT'S MORE, THIS SEEMS
TC BE A WORSENING TRENP.
IT IS ALWAYS THE MmosT i
VULNERABLE WHC ARE HARPEST N
HIT: CHILPREN, WOMEN.,
THE ELPERLY, ANP SO ON.

WHILE PIRECT RESPONSIBILITY
FOR THE VIOLENCE LIES WITH THOSE WHO

USE THEM, WEAPONS PON'T JUST FALL oUuT
OF THE SKY.

THAT'S WHY IT IS WORTH TURNING OUR ATTENTION TC THOSE WHO MAKE AND SELL ARMS,
FUELLING CONFLICT ANP MAKING HUGE PROFITS IN THE PROCESS. IF WEAPONS ARE THE FUEL
OF CONFLICT, THOSE WHO TRAPE IN THEM UNPOUBTERLY SHARE SOME OF THE RESPONSIBILITY...

1. In 2020, almost 90 percent of the victims of explosive weapons used in populated areas were civilians. Protection of civilians
in armed conflict, Report of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, 3 May 2021.


https://undocs.org/en/S/2021/423
https://undocs.org/en/S/2021/423

THERE ARE TWO MAIN CATEGORIES
OF WEAPONS, WITH VERY PIFFERENT
RULES PETERMINING HOW THEY ARE

USED AND TRADED. i/

BEFORE WE START LOOKING INTO
THE ARMS TRAPE, WE SHOULD
MAKE IT CLEAR EXACTLY WHAT
WE'RE TALKING ABOUT.

"'I-u-___-_‘__

CONFERENCE

THE ARMS
TRAPE

ON THE ONE HAND WE HAVE "CONVENTIONAL" WEAPONS, SO CALLED BECAUSE THEY ARE
REGULATED BY INTERNATIONAL TREATIES GOVERNING WAR (GENEVA PROTOCOL, HAGUE
CONVENTION, ETC.).

CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS [ 7 HON-CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS

ESSENTIALLY, THESE ARE WEAPONS THAT FIGHTERS USE IN CONFLICT, BUT ONLY UNPER VERY
SPECIFIC CONRITIONS. TRAVE IN THESE WEAPCONS IS PERMISSIELE BUT HEAVILY REGULATED.
WELL, IN THEQRY AT LEAST. IN REALITY, THIS IS FAR FROM ALWAYS BEING THE CASE,

AS WE WILL SEE... !
< ‘.I"Gl.l MUETH T ‘5.
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CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS INCLUPE EVERYTHING FROM TANKS ANP FIGHTER AIRCRAFT TC MISSILES,
ROCKET LAUNCHERS ANP FIREARMS OF ALL CALIBRES...

AMONSG THE "NON-CONVENTIONAL" WEAPONS WE FINDP NUCLEAR, BIOLOGICAL OR CHEMICAL

WEAPONS, WHICH ARE OFTEN REFERREDR TO AS "MASS PESTRUCTION". FORTUNATELY, TRAPE
IN THESE IS TOTALLY PROHIBITER!

OUR NEW = |
BACTERIOLOGICAL ¥ 1 :
T\ WEAPON, YOUR MAJESTY &

OVER TIME, OTHER NON-CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS SUCH AS BLINPING LASERS, INCENPIARY
WEAFPONS, ANTI-PERSONNEL MINES AND CLUSTER MUNITIONS HAVE ALSO BEEN BANNED UNPER

VARIOUS TREATIES... AT LEAST IN THE MAJORITY OF COUNTRIES THAT HAVE RATIFIEDR
THESE TREATIES.

| WHERE'S OUR

| HOUSE GONE? NOT TOO SURE -

I THINK WE MIGHT
HAVE TO MOVE

THE TERM "ARMS TRAPE" THEREFORE APPLIES ONLY TO CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS.

BUT BE UNPER NO ILLUSIONS: CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS MAY NOT BE CLASSIFIED AS WEAPONS
OF MASS PESTRUCTION, BUT THEY ARE NOW THE ONES THAT PO THE MOST PAMASE,

PRETTY MUCH EVERYWHERE ©ON THE PLANET...
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WHEN WE TALK ABOUT THE ARMS TRAPE, WE OFTEN THINK OF SHADPY CHARACTERS POING PEALS
IN CAR PARKS UNPER COVER OF PARKNESS, WITH BRIEFCASES BEING MOVEDR FROM ONE SAFE
T2 ANOTHER ANP WADPS OF CASH CHANGING HANPS.

GOT THE
WEAPONS?

THAT SORT OF THING POES GO ON, OF COURSE, BUT IT'S LIMITED. IN FACT, MOST OF THE ARMS
TRAPING IS PERFECTLY LEGAL. BUT JUST BECAUSE A TRAPE IS LEGAL POESN'T MAKE IT ETHICAL.
FAR FROM IT...

THEY'RE ETHICAL
WEAPONS,

THE ARMS INPUSTRY IS HIGHLY OPAQUE, AND ARMS TRANSFERS ARE SENERALLY PISCREET
ngﬂfhéiﬁé?LﬂﬂPESﬂNEL S0 PISTINGUISHING WHAT'S LEGAL FROM WHAT ISN'T CAN BE FAR

1
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ESSENTIALLY, ARMS TRANSFERS ARE PIVIPEDR INTO THREE CATEGORIES. ON THE ONE HANP,

THERE IS THE ILLEGAL SPHERE, KNOWN AS THE BLACK MARKET, IN WHICH WEAPONS

ARE TRAFFICKEDR WITHOUT ANY LICENCES ANP IN CONTRAVENTION OF THE LAW...
¥ . .

gl AT THE OTHER ENDP ©F THE SPECTRUM WE HAVE

| THE LEGAL SPHERE, |.E. ARMS EXPORTS FROM ONE

- COUNTRY TO ANOTHER, WHICH - IN THEORY, AT LEAST -

, APHERE SCRUPULOUSLY TO THE TERMS OF ARMS TREATIES

i
A

WE SAY "IN THEORY" BECAUSE THE FACT

IS THAT THE TREATIES ARE OPEN 1O
INTERPRETATION. ULTIMATELY, THERE ARE
MEVER ANY SUARANTEES AND WHAT SEEMS
LIKE AN INNOCUOUS EXPORT TOPAY COULP
WELL PROVE PROBLEMATIC IN THE FUTURE.

BETWEEN THESE TWO CATESORIES, THERE IS THE HUGE GREY AREA OF "IRRESPONSIBLE TRANSFERS"
- TECHNICALLY LEGAL BUT HIGHLY GQUESTIONABLE FROM AN ETHICAL POINT OF VIEW. ..



THOUGH EXTREMELY OPAQUE, THE ARMS TRAPE
IS GOVERNED BY A WHOLE SERIES OF LAWS
- AT LEAST ON PAPER.

RULE NUMBER ONE: ARMS CAN ONLY LEGALLY
BE EXPORTEP TO ACTORS WHO HAVE THE RIGHT
TO POSSESS WEAPONS IN THE PESTINATION
COUNTRY.

I'M STILL WAITING
FOR YOUR PELIVERY

THESE ARE MAINLY FUBLIC ENTITIES LIKE THE ARMEDP FORCES OR THE POLICE,
BUT SOMETIMES ALSO PRIVATE OPERATORS SUCH AS SECURITY COMPANIES.,

CONVERSELY, TRANSFERS TO NON-GOVERNMENTAL ARMED GROUPS ARE BANNED (BY MOST COUNTRIES),
UNLESS THESE GROUPS OPERATE UNPER THE CONTROL OF "LEGAL AND LEGITIMATE AUTHORITIES",

7T
()

\I#
ut

5

OH NG, NOT HiM AGAIN!
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THE SECOND RULE 1S THAT THE FINAL PECISION ALWAYS RESTS WITH THE EXPORTING COUNTRY: IT ASSESSES
THE RISK POSED BY AN ARMS TRANSFER BASED ON THE FUNDAMENTAL CONCEPT OF "END USER" OR "END USE".
BASICALLY, IT MUST ESTABLISH WHO THE WEAPONS ARE FOR AND WHAT THEY WILL BE USEP FOR.

MORE PROBLEMATIC THAN OTHERS.

ARMS EXPORTS ARE ALWAYS A SENSITIVE MATTER, BUT CLEARLY SOME PESTINATIONS ARE

CAN WE GUARANTEE THAT ARMS EXPORTED TO, SAY, THE POLICE
FORCE OF A PEACEFUL COUNTRY WON'T ONE PAY BE USED
TO COMMIT ACTS OF VIOLENCE?

f/‘“’ —
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THE ANSWER IS SIMPLE: NG,
WE CAN'T! ONCE THE WEAPONS
LEAVE OUR COUNTRY, THERE
ARE NO MORE GUARANTEES...




EVEN EXPORTS TO OUR ALLIES CAN BE PROBLEMATIC, IN GEQPOLITICS, NO ONE CAN PREPICT THE FUTURE,
AS HIGHLIGHTED BY THE SYSTEMIC POLICE VIOLENCE  AND REGIME CHANGES CAN BE SWIFT AND SUPDEN.
IN THE UNITED STATES... WHO FORESAW THE COLLAPSE OF THE USSR,

THE COLOUR REVOLUTIONS, OR THE ARAB SPRING?

]

LAk WS HATER|
%ﬁ#{?

S7op =

LIBYA IS OFTEN CITED AS AN EXAMPLE OF HOW QUICKLY THINGS

LET ALONE ARMED PROTESTERS ' o FERATION OF W
Beipicbophr ity tiile CAN PEGENERATE IN TERMS OF THE PROLIFERATION OF WEAPONS.

THE GAPPAFI RESIME RULED THE COUNTRY WITH AN IRON FIST FOR FOUR PECAPES, ONLY TO FALTER
IN THE SPACE COF A FEW MONTHS. POPULAR PROTEST SOON TURNER INTQ ARMELD INSURRECTION
ANDP THEN INTO CIVIL WAR...

15



ONE SIPE EFFECT OF THE FALL OF THE LIBYAN REGIME WAS THAT THE VAST STOCKS OF WEAPONS AMASSEDR
BY THIS VERY GOO0P CUSTOMER OF EUROPEAN ARMS PEALERS WERE LOOTED BY THE INSURGENTS.
THESE WEAPONS HAVE SINCE BEEN USEDR IN SEVERAL CONFLICTS IN THE RESGION.

BY EXPORTING ARMS TO UNSTABLE PARTS OF THE WORLD, OUR GOVERNMENTS PROLONG THE CYCLE
OF VIOLENCE AND SOW THE SEEDPS OF FUTURE CONFLICTS...

TAKE THE WAR IN AFGHANISTAN, FOR EXAMPLE. BETWEEN
1979 ANDP 1989, THE UNITED STATES PROVIPED EXTENSIVE
SUPPORT TO THE MUJAHIPEEN THROUGH NUMEROUS
(SECRET) ARMS SHIPMENTS', WITH THE AlM OF WEAKENING

THE USSR.

THE REL ARMY EVENTUALLY WITHPREW, BUT 12 YEARS LATER

IT WAS THE TURN OF WESTERN TROOPS, LED BY THE UNITEDR
STATES, TO GET BOGGED POWN [N THE AFSHAN QUASMIRE,
FIGHTING THE VERY SAME MUJAHIPEEN THEY HAR PREVISGUSLY
BACKED TO THE HILT. A FAILED MILITARY INTERVENTION THAT
LASTED TWO PECAPES ANP LEFT THE AFGHAN PEOPLE UNPER
THE CONTROL OF THE TALIBAN ANG' AN UNCERTAIN FUTURE.

TQ GIVE ANOTHER, MORE RECENT EXAMPLE: THE CIA, WITH FINANCIAL BACKING
FROM SAUDI ARABIA, ORGANISED THE TRANSFER OF SEVERAL ARMS SHIPMENTS

FROM THE BALKANS TO ARMED GROUPS IN SYRIA. THESE WEAPONS SRTITIT
SOON WENT ASTRAY AND SOME ENPED UP BEING USED BY
THE ISLAMIC STATE GROUR MAINLY AGAINST US TROGPS®,,

SADLY, THESE ARE JUST TWO EXAMPLES
AMONG MANY, MANY MORE. WHEN IT COMES
T ARMS EXPORTS, THE BOOMERANG EFFECT
IS ALL TOO COMMON.

1. The US and Pakistani secret services collaborated to secretly arm the Afghan mujahideen. These were Soviet weapons, so
that there would no evidence of US involvement.

2.The Pentagon's $2.2 Billion Soviet Arms Pipeline Flooding Syria, Investigation by the Balkan Investigative Reporting
Network (BIRN) posted on its website Balkan Insight, lvan Angelovski and Lawrence Marzouk, 12 September 2017.


https://balkaninsight.com/2017/09/12/the-pentagon-s-2-2-billion-soviet-arms-pipeline-flooding-syria-09-12-2017/

THIS IS ALL RATHER WORRYING! HOW CAN WE ENSURE THAT THERE ARE VARIOUS TOOLS AND PRACTICES
THE ARMS EXPORTED BY COUNTRIES HERE IN EUROPE PESIGNED TO LIMIT THE RISKS OF "MISUSE".
REMAIN IN THE RIGHT HANDS?

TECH'HIGUEE FOR MARKING AND TRACING WEAPONS, CERTIFICATION PROCESSES FOR ARMS SALES,
INFORMATION EXCHANGE BETWEEN COUNTRIES, POST-EXPORT CONTROLS, AND SO ON.
WE'LL RUN THROUGH ALL OF THESE LATER.

BUT LET'S BE CLEAR ABOUT THIS: EVEN WITH THE MOST SOPHISTICATEDR CONTROLS, IT'S IMPOSSIBLE TO SAY
FOR CERTAIN THAT AN ARMS EXPORT WILL NOT POSE PROBLEMS LATER. A WEAPON WILL ALWAYS REMAIN
A WEAPOM, AND THE ONLY WAY TO BE SURE THAT IT WON'T PO ANY MORE PAMAGE IS TO PESTROY IT.
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WHEN A STATE ASSESSES THE RISK OF AN ARMS EXPORT, THE IPENTITY OF THE DESTINATION COUNTRY
IS5 A CRUCIAL FACTOR IN ITS PECISION-MAKING. IN THE CASE OF A PARTNER COUNTRY WITH WHICH
THE EXPORTING STATE HAS LONG-STANDING TIES, THE DECISION IS USUALLY TAKEN VERY QUICKLY.
FOR EXAMPLE, ARMS TRANSFERS WITHIN THE EUROPEAN UNION ARE GIVEN VERY SWIFT APPROVAL.

IN THE CASE OF MORE "SENSITIVE" RECIPIENTS, LLE. NATIONS EXPERIENCING INTERNAL TENSIONS,
EMBROILED IN CONFLICT OR APJOINING CONFLICT COUNTRIES, THE RISK OF ILLEGAL TRANSFER,
MISUSE OR PIVERSION 1S OBVIOUSLY MUCH GREATER!

WE'D? JUST LIKE TO CHECK THAT YOU ARE RESPECTING
THE TERMS OF USE OF THE TANKS WE SOLD You
FOR SELF-PEFENCE PURPOSES...

ik

THAT'S WHY WE MUST START QUESTIONING THE CURRENT ARMS EXPORT PRACTICES OF EUROPEAN COUNTRIES.
BECAUSE ONCE WEAPONS LEAVE THE EXPORTING COUNTRY, CONTROLLING THEIR "PROPER USE" IS OFTEN
AN IMPOSSIBLE TASK...



IN THE END, IT I5 ALWAYS THE EXPORTING COUNTRY THAT PECIPES WHETHER TO SELL ARMS.
THIS IS A POLITICAL PECISION, INFORMED BY THE PIPLOMATIC CONTEKT AND INEVITABLY SUBJECT
T2 HEAVY PRESSURE FROM ECONOMIC INTERESTS.

THE ARMS INPUSTRY IS HIGHLY COMPETITIVE, WITH MANY FIRMS VYING FOR BUSINESS IN A MARKET WITH VERY
LIMITER OPPORTUNITIES. AS ARMS ARE MAINLY SOLD TO STATE ACTORS, LE. GOVERNMENTS, THERE ARE FEWER
THAN 200 POTENTIAL CUSTOMERS...

IF ONE COUNTRY REFUSES AN ARMS EXPORT ON THE GROUNDPS THAT IT IS TOO RISKY, ANOTHER MAY PROVE LESS
SCRUPULOUS, WELCOMING THE BOOST TO ITS ECONOMY. THIS IS AN ARGUMENT YOU HEAR ALL THE TIME:
"IF WE PON'T PO IT. SOMEONE ELSE WILL...".

THE SAME LINE IS TROTTED OUT ABOUT CLIMATE
CHANGE WHEN NATIONS HOLDP BACK ON CUTTING
THEIR £0z EMISSIONS. SOME COUNTRIES NEED
TO SET AN EXAMPLE FOR THE REST TO FOLLOW...

19
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WITH SOME COUNTRIES, WHAT THEY SaY

AND WHAT THEY DO ARE TWO VERY THEY MAKE NOBLE-SOUNPING PECLARATIONS ABOUT RESPECT
DIFFERENT THINGS. FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND WORLD PEACE WHILE CONTINUING

WITH IRRESPONSIELE ARMS SALES THAT PROLONG CONFLICTS...

LEAVING ASIPE THE LEGSALITY OR OTHERWISE OF ARMS EXPORTS, THIS IS ABOVE ALL AN ETHICAL ISSUE.
SHOULP THE GOVERNMENTS OF PEMOCRATIC COUNTRIES IN THE 215T CENTURY CONTINUE TO EXPORT ARMS
TO FRAGILE PARTS OF THE WORLD WHEN THEY KNOW FULL WELL THAT THIS WILL ONLY EXACERBATE

THE PROBLEMS IN THESE REGIONS?

BUT LET'S REMAIN OPTIMISTIC! COUNTRIES CAN ALSO CHOOSE TO PURSUE A DIFFERENT POLICY BY INITIATING ACTION
TO CHANGE THINGS FOR THE BETTER. IN TERMS OF DISARMAMENT, THE ANTI-PERSONNEL MINE BAN CONVENTION
SHOWS WHAT CAN BE ACHIEVEDR WHEN CIVIL SOCIETY AND A FEW COMMITTER STATES JOIN FORCES - SOMETHING
ONCE THOUGHT IMPOSSIBLE BECOMES A REALITY!

5 . hs B Lz n i} oy e
a,




IN THE 19905, THE INTERNATIONAL CAMPAIGN TO BAN LANPMINES BROUGHT TOGETHER A WHOLE NETWORK
OF NGOS. BY MEANS OF PEMONSTRATIONS AND POLITICAL LOBBYING, THEY EVENTUALLY PERSUAPED A FEW
NATIONS TO PUSH FOR CHANGES TO THE RULES...

AFTER LENGTHY NEGOTIATIONS IN THE UN, THE ANTI-PERSONNEL MINE BAN CONVENTION FINALLY CAME INTO FORCE
IN 1999. IT NOW HAS 164 STATE PARTIES! INEVITABLY, THERE ARE STILL A FEW COUNTRIES HOLPING OUT (CHINA, INDIA,
MNORTH KOREA, PAKISTAN, THE UNITER STATES, ETC.), BUT FOR THE VAST MAJORITY THE RULES HAVE CHANGER!

WHEN IT COMES TO GETTING GOVERNMENTS AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS TO TAKE THEIR SHARE
OF RESPONSIBILITY AND CHANGE LAWS, CIVIL SOCIETY HAS A VITAL ROLE TO PLAY!

21
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A LOT HAS CHANGED IN TERMS OF ARMS TRAPE CONTROL IN RECENT YEARS. AN ARRAY OF RULES AND TREATIES
HAVE BEEN ESTABLISHEDR, AIMED AT BETTER CONTROLLING THE LEGAL ARMS TRADE AND COMBATING ILLICIT
TRAFFICKING.

MOST COUNTRIES NOW HAVE DOMESTIC RULES GOVERNING THEIR ARMS EXPORTS. GOVERNMENTS ARE ACCOUNTABLE'
TO THEIR PARLIAMENTS AND MUST JUSTIFY THE PECISIONS THEY MAKE.

HERE TOQ, CIVIL SOCIETY ENGAGEMENT IS CRUCIAL! WHEHN INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISTS UNCOVER VIOLATIONS
OR WHEN CITIZENS' MOVEMENTS CHALLENGE ELECTEDR POLITICIANS, THEY HOLD THEM PUBLICLY ACCOUNTABLE...
PUTTING PRESSURE ON POLITICIANS IS AN EFFECTIVE WAY TO BRING ABOUT CHANGE!

1. Reporting requirements vary in frequency and level of detail from country to country. Trade update 2019. Transfers, Transparency,
and South-east Asia Spotlight, Small Arms Survey report, Michael Picard, Paul Holtom and Fiona Mangan, December 2019.


http://www.smallarmssurvey.org/fileadmin/docs/S-Trade-Update/SAS-Trade-Update-2019.pdf
http://www.smallarmssurvey.org/fileadmin/docs/S-Trade-Update/SAS-Trade-Update-2019.pdf

IN ADDITION TO NATIONAL AND REGIONAL RULES, AT EU LEVEL, THE COMMON POSITION', ADOPTED IN 2008,
THERE ARE TWO MAJOR TREATIES GOVERNING SETS OUT EIGHT SPECIFIC CRITERIA WHICH MEMBER
THE ARMS TRADE. STATES MUST CONSIPER WHEN DECIDING WHETHER

OR NOT TO AUTHORISE AN ARMS SALE.

POES THE RECIPIENT COUNTRY S POES IT SUPPORT TERRORIST IS THERE A RISK OF INTERNAL
RESPECT HUMAN RIGHTS? ] ACTIVITIES? CONFLICT? i

r]
o

/'DR THE COUNTRY'S SUSTAINABLE
- PEVELOPMENT?

EOULP THE PURCHASE
JECQPARPISE THE ECONOMIC
SITUATION OF THE IMPORTING

COUNTRY?Z...

i

ON PAPER, THIS IS A STEP FORWARD. UNFORTUNATELY, CONFLICTS LIKE THE WAR IN YEMEN HAVE HIGHLIGHTED
THE LIMITATIONS OF THE COMMON POSITION. IN REALITY, IT FAILS TO PREVENT EUROPEAN ARMS EXPORTS
THAT FUEL CONFLICT...

1. Full text: Council Commmon Position 2008/944/CFSP of 8 December 2008 defining common rules governing control of exports of
military technology and equipment.

23


Full text:  Council Common Position 2008/944/CFSP of 8 December 2008 defining common rules governing control of exports of military technology and equipment

24

THE OBJECTIVE REMAINSG A COMPREHENSIVE ANDP COORPINATEDR EU APPROACH. BUT AS LONG AS THE RULES REMAIN
UNCLEAR, SOME MEMBER STATES WILL CONTINUE TQ INTERPRET THEM ACCORPING TO THEIR OWN INTERESTS.

y

THE SECOND MAJOR TREATY IS A GLOBAL ONE: THE ARMS TRAE TREATY'. THE RESULT OF CAMPAIGNING
BY NUMEROUS NGOS AND PEACE MOVEMENTS, THE TREATY WAS APOPTED IN 2012 AND HAS ALREADY
BEEN RATIFIED BY MORE THAN 100 STATES!

AMONG OTHER THINGS, IT PROHIBITS THE SALE OF ARMS TO COUNTRIES THAT COMMIT SERIOUS VIOLATIONS

OF HUMAN RIGHTS OR THE LAW OF WAR, SUCH AS THE TARGETING OF CIVILIANS. IT ALSO PROHIBITS THEIR SALE

TO COUNTRIES THAT TRANSFER WEAPONS TO NON-STATE ARMED GROUPS (EXCEPT WITH THE SPECIFIC PERMISSION
OF THE SELLING COUNTRY). =

1. The Arms Trade Treaty was adopted by the UN General Assembly on 2 April 2013. Following its signature by 130 states, it entered
into force on 24 December 2014.


https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=XXVI-8&chapter=26&clang=_en

THIS TREATY IS NOW CONSIPERED A LANDPMARK TEXT IN ARMS TRAPE CONTROL, ALTHOUGH IT REMAINSG
LIMITER IN ITS APPLICATION. MAJOR ARMS EXPORTERS SUCH AS THE UNITER STATES ANP RUSSIA NEEDR
TO FINALLY PECIPE TO RATIFY IT...

ANOTHER IMPORTANT DECISION THAT AN INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATION SUCH AS THE UN, EU OR AU (AFRICAN UNION)
CAN TAKE IS TO PECLARE AN EMBARGS' ON ARMS BOUND FOR A COUNTRY OR REGION, 50 AS NOT TO ESCALATE
A CONFLICT. THIS IS A BOLE STEP ANP PROGF THAT MULTILATERALISM CAN, IN SOME CASES, WORK TO ENE HOSTILITIES.

50 THERE'S STILL A LOT OF WORK TO BE DONE!
AND NOW T'LL HAND OVER TO A MEMBER

OF THE CANPAIGN TO STOP KILLER ROBOTS,
AN IHITIATIVE THAT'S STILL IN ITS EARLY DAYS...

INPEED, THERE ARE STILL MANY PROBLEMS
THAT WE NEEP TO APPRESS!

1. This international sanction involves a partial or total restriction of arms transfers to one or more recipients. It aims to encourage
the combatants to negotiate an end to hostilities. For more details, check out the GRIP database of arms embargoes.

25


https://embargo.grip.org
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THE CAMPAIGHN TC STOP KILLER ROBOTS IS A COALITION OF NGOs SEEKING TO RAISE ANARENESS AMONG
THE PUBLIC AND SOVERNMENTS ABOUT THE PANGERS POSED BY PEVELOPMENTS IN WEAPONS TECHNOLOGY...

ROBOTISATION 1S5 GAINING GROUNE IN ALL SECTORS OF THE ECONOMY AND THE PEFENCE INPUSTRY
IS NO EXCEPTION. IN FACT, ROBOTS MAKE PERFECT SOLRIERS: THEY DON'T NEED TO SLEEP OR EAT,
THEY ALWAYS FOLLOW ORPERS, THEY CAN'T BE BRIBED...

BUT WITH THE EXPONENTIAL PEVELOPMENT OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE, WEAPONS SYSTEMS ARE BECOMING
INCREASINGLY AUTONOMOUS IN THE "CRITICAL FUNCTIONS" OF TARGET SELECTION AND ATTACK...

THEREFORE, THERE IS A REAL RISK THAT, AT SOME POINT, THEY WILL NO LONGER NEED HUMAN AUTHORISATION
WHEN MAKING THE PECISION TO KILL.




IF AN ARMED SYSTEM IS PROGRAMMED TO MONITOR A BORPER AND SHOOT ANYONE WHO TRIES TO CROSS (T,
WILL IT BE ABLE TO TELL THE PIFFERENCE BETWEEN AN ARME[D ASSAILANT, A REPORTER WITH A CAMERA,
OR A MOTHER FLEEING WAR WITH HER BABY IN HER ARMS?

ANP [F SOMETHING POES GO WRONG, WHO WILL BE HELP RESPONSIBLE? WHOEVER PROGRAMMER THE SYSTEM?
THE MANUFACTURER? THE PURCHASER? THE PERSON WHO INSTALLED IT? THERE ARE SO MANY QUESTIONS...

THESE CONCERNS AREN'T JUST BEING
RAISER BY PEACE ACTIVISTS: MANY PEOPLE
ARE WORRIED ABOUT THE LACK OF A LEGAL
FRAMEWOREK IN THIS AREA.

HOT LEAST ROBAOTICS EXPERTS, AND' EVEN
THE CURRENT SEGRETARY-GENERAL
OF THE UN, ANTONIO GUTERRES,
WHO SAIP IN LATE 2018

IN SHORT, WE NEED SUPPORT,
MOTIVATEDR ACTIVISTS, AND STATES
THAT ASSUME THEIR RESPONSIBILITIES!

"TMAGINE THE CONSEQUENCES OF AN AUTONOMOUS SYSTEM
THAT COULE, BY ITSELF, TARGET AN ATTACK HUMAN BEINGS.
I CALL UPON STATES TO BAN THESE WEAPONS, WHICH ARE
POLITICALLY UNACCEPTABLE ANE MORALLY REPUGNANT "

A CONSENSUS SEEMS TO BE FORMING TORAY ON THE NEER
TO MAINTAIN SOME FORM OF HUMAN CONTROL IN THE USE

OF FORCE. BUT AS ALWAYS, NEGOTIATING A LEGALLY BINPING
INSTRUMENT WILL TAKE TIME...
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THERE IS STILL A LOT OF WORK TO BE PONE WITHIN PARLIAMENTS AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS TO BETTER CONTROL
OR EVEN BAN ARMS EXPORTS. AT THE SAME TIME, WE ALSO NEED TO STRENGTHEN A NUMBER OF TOOLS ENABLING US
T0 PETECT ABUSES AND SOUNP THE ALARM IN TIME!

P ———
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LET'S START WITH THE MARKING AND TRACING OF WEAPONS.

MARKING IS LIKE AN ID CARP FOR A WEAPON;
IT CAN TELL US A LOT ABOUT IT:

THERE ARE A HUMBER OF ESSENTIAL TOOLS
TO LIMIT ARMS TRAFFICKING AND THE RISK
OF PIVERSION...

THE SERIAL NUMBER

707

THE YEAR OF MANUFACTURE

THE COUNTRY
OF ORIGIN

THIS INFORMATION MAKES IT POSSIBLE
TO TRACK THE WEAPON'S JOURNEY
FROM MANUFACTURE TO DELIVERY.

POSSIELY EVEN THE BATTALION FOR
WHICH IT IS INTENDEP...




THE COMPLETER AND MORE HARMONISED
THE MARKING IS FROM COUNTRY TO COUNTRY,
THE GREATER THE CHANCES OF IPENTIFYING

WHO SUPPLIER THE WEAPONS AND AMMUNITION.

TO TRACK A WEAPON BACK TO ITS SOURCE,
THE TRACING TECHNIGUE IS USER

AR A ]

Al W_“j [\ . A

hﬁ
—
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1. Such as Conflict Armament Research, a British organisation that carries out investigations in conflict zones to find the
origin of weapons and ammunition.

2.The iTrace tool, for example, funded by the European Union and Germany, provides a clearer overview of the provenance
of weapons and ammunition recovered in war zones.
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http://Conflict Armament Research
https://itrace.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/71e05fa765964469a7f02d010d59a247
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THE CERTIFICATION PROCESS IS ANOTHER VITAL TOOL FOR CURBING ABUSES. THE IMPORTING STATE
ISSUES A CERTIFICATE OF USE TO THE EXPORTER, IPENTIFYING THE RECIPIENT GF THE WEAPONS
AND SPECIFYING HOW THEY WILL BE USED. BASED ON THIS, THE EXPORTING STATE AN THEN
IMPOSE CONPITIONS ON THE SALE...

4

{
FOR EXAMPLE, IT MAY REQUIRE THAT WEAPONS INTENDED FOR GOVERNMENT FORCES IN A COUNTRY
BE USEDR "FOR PEFENSIVE PURPOSES ONLY AND REMAIN ON NATIONAL TERRITORY"

|

OH, IT WAS DEFENSIVE?
IN THAT CASE IT'S FINE!

THESE CERTIFICATES ENABLE BETTER CONTROL OF ARMS EXPORTS BY FACILITATING THE EXCHANGE
OF INFORMATION BETWEEN THE EXPORTING STATE ANP THE RECEIVING STATE, PROVIPEDR THAT BOTH
ARE ACTING IN GOOP FAITH'. PROMISES ONLY BIND' THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN THEM...

1. There have been several instances where receiving states have ordered weapons for their government forces, only to then
illegally transfer them to armed groups serving their geostrategic interests. In early 2020, for example, the United Arab Emirates
flew more than 150 cargoes of weapons to Libya to support Field Marshal Khalifa Haftar's forces. Report of the (UN) Panel of
Experts on Libya, 8 March 2021.


https://undocs.org/en/S/2021/229
https://undocs.org/en/S/2021/229

THESE CERTIFICATES ARE PARTICULARLY USEFUL IF THEY ARE COMBINED WITH INFORMATION EXCHANGE BETWEEN
EXPCRTING STATES ANP CONTRIBUTE TO THE BLACKLISTING OF HIGH-RISK. COUNTRIES ANP COMPANIES.

POST-EXPORT CONTROLS ARE ANOTHER TOOL TO BETTER ENSURE THE PROPER USE OF EXPORTED WEAPONS,

IN THEQRY AT LEAST...

CERTIFICATE

EXPERTS ARE SENT TO THE RECIPIENT COUNTRY T2 CHECK, THAT THE WEAPONS ARE STILL WHERE THEY ARE SUPPOSED

T& BE AND SO HAVEN'T BEEN TRANSFERRELD ELSEWHERE. UNFORTUNATELY, THESE CHECKS ARE EXPENSIVE AND ALWAYS
PEPEND ON THE GOOPWILL OF THE RECIPIENT COUNTRY. IF THE RECEVING COUNTRY REFUSES TO ALLOW THE INSPECTION,
THERE ISN'T A LOT THAT THE EXPORTING STATE CAN PO, OTHER THAN DECIPE NOT TO EXPORT ANY MORE WEAPONS

T THAT COUNTRY IN THE FUTURE ANP REPORT THE MATTER TO OTHER STATES..

,.-._\ 4 N

THESE TOOLS EACH CONTRIBUTE IN THEIR
OWH WAY TO MORE EFFECTIVE CONTROL
OF ARMS EXPORTS.

THAT SAIDP, THEY ALL HAVE THEIR
SHORTCOMINGS, AND UNFORTUNATELY
THERE IS NO SHORTAGE OF EXAMPLES
T2 BACK THIS UP.

A5 LONG AS MASSIVE QUANTITIES OF ARMS
CONTINUE TO BE EXPORTED TO SENSITVE
RESGIONS AND TOTALITARIAN RESGIMES,
THERE ARE GONG TO BE ABUSES..

IT WOULD BE WRONG TO THINK THAT
BETTER CONTROLS ALONE WILL MAKE
THE PROBLEMS GO ANAY.
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HERE ARE TWO VERY SPECIFIC EXAMPLES, FROM SAURI ARABIA AN MEXICE, TO ILLUSTRATE THE LIMITS
OF THE CERTIFICATION PROCESS.

LET'S START WITH SAUCI ARABIA, WHERE MEXTER, A COMPANY ENTIRELY OWNED BY THE FRENCH STATE,
SOLD OVER 100 CAESAR SELF-PROPELLED HOWITZERS TO THE SAUDT ARMED FORCES...

THE END-USER CERTIFICATE STIPULATES THAT

THE WEAPCONS ARE TO BE USER "FOR PEFENSIVE
FURPOSES ONLY" AND CANNOT LEAVE THE NATIONAL
TERRITORY.

THIS ARGUMENT WEIGHED FAVOURABLY IN THE BALANCE
WHEN IT CAME TO APPROVING THEIR EXPORT.

BUT IT TURNS OUT THAT THE HOWITZERS ARE FOSITIONEDR ON THE BORDER WITH YEMEN AND CAN FIRE SIX SHELLS
A MINUTE AT A TARGET 42 KILOMETRES AWAY, MAKING THE "PEFENSIVE" ARGUMENT SOMEWHAT TENUOUS.

A CONFIPENTIAL FRENCH INTELLIGENCE REPORT FOUND THAT MORE THAN 430,000 PEOPLE, MAINLY CIVILIANS,
WERE N THE AREA AFFECTEDR BY POSSIBELE ARTILLERY STRIKES'...

1. Yemen Papers, investigation by investigative journalism NGO Disclose in partnership with Mediapart, Konbini, Radio France,
Arte and The Intercept, April 2019.


http:// Yemen Papers, investigation by investigative journalism NGO Disclose in partnership with Mediapart, Konbini, Radio France, Arte and The Intercept, April 2019.
http:// Yemen Papers, investigation by investigative journalism NGO Disclose in partnership with Mediapart, Konbini, Radio France, Arte and The Intercept, April 2019.

HOW LET'S TURN GUR ATTENTION TO MEXICO, WHERE ANOTHER TRAGEDY UNFOLPEL..
IN 2014, POLICE IN THE MEXICAN STATE OF GUERRERC WERE PHOTOGRAPHED OPENING FIRE ON A STUDPENT PROTEST.
THE WEAFONS USER IN THIS BLOCKBATH WERE FOUNE TO BE G36 ASSALLT RIFLES MAE BY THE GERMAN COMPANY

HECKLER & KOCH.

HOWEVER, THE GERMAN AUTHORITIES HAVE BANNED
THE SUPPLY OF WEAPONS TO THE MEXICAN STATES OF CHIHUAHUA,
JALISCO, CHIAPAS ANP GUERRERD SINCE 2007,
PRECISELY BECAUSE OF FEARS THAT THEY COULD BE USED
FOR HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS...

WHILE THE WEAPONS WERE OFFICIALLY PESTINED
FOR THE MEXICO £ITY POLICE, NEARLY HALF
OF THEM WERE EVENTUALLY FOUNE IN THE FOUR
MEXICAN STATES TO WHICH THE GERMAN
GOVERNMENT HAD SPECIFICALLY BANNED

L__ ALL TRANSFERS OF MILITARY EQUIPMENT.

AFTER A HIGH-PROFILE 10-MONTH TRIAL, HEK WAS FOUND <5 1
T HAVE EXPORTER THOUSANRS OF RIFLES TO REGIONS
WHERE THIS WAS PROHIBITED,

HEK EMPLOYEES HELPED THE MEXICAN
GOVERNMENT T2 MANIPULATE THE CERTIFICATES ﬁ
TO GET THE SALE CLEARECD...

PURING THE TRIAL, AN EMPLOYEE OF THE GERMAN MINISTRY
FOR ECONOMIC AFFAIRS, RESPONSIELE FOR ISSUING EXPORT
LICENCES, WAS CALLER TO GIVE EVIPENCE.

IN HIS TESTIMONY, HE APMITTEDR THAT THE MINISTRY'S ROLE
WAS PRIMARILY TO SUPPORT THE EXPORTS OF GERMAN
PANIES. HIS CONCLUSION WAS UNEGUNVECAL:

"ff-’L.: THE WEAPONS LEAVE THE COUN HE GCVERNMENT

ER HAS ANY CONTROL OVER WHE WILL USE THEM
.#w'P .F-'._."?'F? WHAT PURPOSE.."
THIS RAISES SERICUS QUESTIONS ABOUT HOW
EFFECTIVE THESE CERTIFICATES ARE!
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IN OFFICIAL SPEECHES, EVERYONE AGREES THAT A LESS ARMED WORLD 15 PESIRABLE AND THAT THE ARMS TRADPE
NEED'S TO BE BETTER CONTROLLED. BUT IN REALITY, IT IS PRIMARILY STRATEGIC AND ECONOMIC CONSIPERATIONS
THAT PICTATE THE WAY FORWARD...

i1l

i

WHEN WE LOOK AT WHO THE BiGErEET ARMS EXPORTERS ARE', THEY TURN OUT TO BE THE MAJOR WORLD POWERS.
LEAPING THE WAY (BY SOME MARGIN) IS THE UNITED STATES, FOLLOWED BY RUSSIA, FRANCE, GERMANY, CHINA,

AND THE UNITEDR KINGDOM. TOGETHER, THESE SIX GIANTS ACCOUNT FOR AROUND B0 PERCENT OF GLOBAL ARMS EXPORTS!

APART FROM GERMANY, THE ARMS INDUSTRY HEAVYWEIGHTS ARE ALSO ALL PERMANENT MEMBERS OF THE UN SECURITY
COUNCIL, SUPPOSEPLY THE GUARANTOR OF WORLD PEACE... IS THIS JUST A COINCIDENCE?

AND AREN'T THEY
AREN'T THEY YOUR PLANES YOUR MISSILES SHOOTING
POING THE BOMBING?

GUESS THAT'S CALLEP
THEM DOWN?

"STRIKING A BALANCE"...

1. World's largest arms exporters in 2015-19, SIPRI database, Stockholm International Peace Research Institute.
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https://www.sipri.org/databases

STATES, ESPECIALLY THE MOST POWERFUL ONES, ALWAYS TRY TS MAINTAIN THEIR LEVEL OF INFLUENCE OVER THE WORLD.
ETHICS ASIPE, ARMS EXPORTS (WHETHER LEGAL OR SECRET) REMAIN A KEY STRATESGIC LEVER FOR SUPPORTING AN ALLY
OR WEAKENING A RIVAL AND REPRAWING THE WORLD MAP TO ONE'S OWN APVANTAGE.

WITHOUT WEAPONS PROVIPED BY
ONE OR OTHER OF THE MAJOR
POWERS, MANY DICTATORS WOULR
NO LONGER BE IN POWER TODAY...

IF WE WANT THIS SYSTEM TO CHANGE, WE MUST
PUT PRESSURE ON POLITICIANS ANDP CHOOSE
MORE RESPONSIBLE LEADERS!
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ANOTHER KEY FACTOR HAMPERING MOVES TOWARDS A LESS ARMED WORLD IS THE ECONOMIC SYSTEM.
CAPITALISM IS A PRODUCTION SYSTEM UNDERPINNED ESSENTIALLY BY PRIVATE ENTERPRISE AND FREEDOM

OF THE MARKET, WHICH MEANS THAT IT IS GEAREDR TOWARPS CONSTANT EXPANSION AND HATES CONSTRAINTS.
ANY REGULATION AIMED AT BETTER CONTROLLING THE ARMS TRADPE CAN THEREFORE ALSO BE SEEN

AS AN OBSTACLE TO THE FREE MOVEMENT OF GOODPS AND A BRAKE ON EXPORTS...

ULTIMATELY, THE ARMS INDUSTRY FUNCTIONS
ECONOMICALLY LIKE ANY OTHER AREA OF
INTERNATIONAL TRAPE: THE GOAL IS TO
MAXIMISE PROFITS TO DELIVER THE BEST
RETURN FOR SHAREHOLDERS.

ANP IF THAT COMES AT THE COST OF
CONSIPERABLE HUMAN SUFFERING
ANP GREATER INEQUALITY, SO BE IT.

=

INVESTING IN ARMS-PROPUCING COMPANIES 1S HIGHLY LUCRATIVE
AND RELATIVELY LOW RISK BECAUSE EVEN (OR ESPECIALLY?)

IN TIMES OF CRISIS, THE SECTOR GENERATES LARGE PROFITS,

THE BIG FINANCIAL SERVICES COMPANIES ARE ANARE OF THIS...

PO YOU KNOW WHAT SECTORS YOUR BANK INVESTS YOUR SAVINGS IN?



WHEN WE LOOK AT THE 100 LARGEST ARMS-PRODUCING FIRMS' WE FIND THAT 43 OF THEM ARE AMERICAN,
INCLUPING THE TOP FIVE!

BUT IT WOULP BE WRONG TO POINT THE FINGER OHLY AT THE AMERICANS. FOR ALL ITS RHETORIC ON HUMAN RIGHTS,
EURCPE, THE HISTORICAL CRAPLE OF ARMS MANUFACTURING, ISN'T FAR BEHIND...

AND PON'T FORGET
TO RESPECT HUMAN RIGHTS

YEAH YEAH,
WE'LL REMEMBER!

BETWEEN 2015 AND 2019, EU MEMBER STATES ACCOUNTED FOR A QUARTER OF ALL THE WORLD'S ARMS EXPORTS.

ANP THIS SHARE HAS ONLY INCREASER IN RECENT YEARS...

1. Top 100 arms industry companies, SIPRI database, Stockholm International Peace Research Institute.
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https://www.sipri.org/databases
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FRANCE CURRENTLY TOPS THE LEADER BOARD. FOR EXAMPLE, IT SUPPLIER MAJOR WEAPONS TO 75 COUNTRIES
OVER THE PERIOP 2015-19, THE THREE MAIN RECIPIENTS BEING EGYPT, GATAR ANP INPIA. GUITE A RECORP
FOR THE BIRTHPLACE OF HUMAN RIGHTS!

FRANCE IS5 CLOSELY FOLLOWED BY OTHER MAJOR EURCPEAN EXPORTERS - GERMANY. THE LK, SPAIN, ITALY,
THE NETHERLANEPS, SWITZERLAND, AND SWEDEN, ALL OF WHICH ARE AMONG THE WORLD'S TOP 15 ARMS EXPORTERS.

THE LIST OF THE MAIN RECIPIENT COUNTRIES (OUTSIPE EUROPE) OF WEAPONS PRODUCELR WITHIN THE EU IS NOT EXACTLY ERIFYING:
SAURI ARABIA, THE US, EGYPT, INDPIA, BRAZIL, GATAR, AND THE UNITED ARAB EMIRATES. ALL EXEMPLARY DEMOCRACIES...




THE LEGAL ARMS TRADE GENERATED SALES OF AT LEAST $420 BILLION IN 2018". THIS IS A COLOSSAL MARKET,
WHICH MANUFACTURERS ARE KEEN TO CASH IN ON. TO SHOWCASE THEIR "PROPUCTS" TO POTENTIAL CUSTOMERS,
COMPANIES IN THE SECTOR ATTEND MANY ARMS FAIRS AROUND THE WORLD.

‘Mr’.':.rf..‘!"

MANY TAKE PLACE IN EUROPE. CITIES SUCH AS
LONPON, MADRIP, PARIS, ROTTERPAM, HAMBURG, ANP
SEVILLE REGULARLY HOST "PEFENCE EXHIBITIONS",
EACH SPECIALISING IN A PARTICULAR AREA: NAVAL,
AEROSPACE, LAND, AND 54 ON.

ALL THE MAJOR PROPUCERS ATTEND: LOCKHEED
MARTIN, BAE SYSTEMS, LEONARDPC, RHEINMETALL,
RAYTHEON AND THALES, TO NAME BUT A FEW

BEHINDG THE STANDS, THERE
ARE PRIVATE LOUNGES.

WITH NIBELES, CHAMPAGNE, AN
CALCULATORS TO HANE, THIS IS
WHERE ARMS MANUFACTURERS

AND GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVES

NEGOTIATE BIG CONTRACTS.

1. Low estimate by SIPRI, The SIPRITop 100 Arms-producing and Military Services Companies, 2018. December 2019.
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https://www.sipri.org/publications/2019/sipri-fact-sheets/sipri-top-100-arms-producing-and-military-services-companies-2018
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THE HIGHLIGHTS OF THESE EVENTS ARE THE "DYNAMIC PEMONSTRATIONS", HOLLYWOOR-STYLE SHOWS WHERE
THE PUBLIC GET TO WATCH SIMULATIONS RANGING FROM A HOSTAGE RELEASE OPERATION IN A SAHELIAN VILLAGE
TO THE QUELLING OF A RIOT IN A FAVELA.

WATCH OUT, TARGET APPROACHING! CALM DOWN, GUYS
- IT'S ONLY A SHOW!

OVER A MICROPHONE, THE PRESENTER TROTS OUT THE SUPERLATIVES, BIGGING UP THE VARIOUS PRONES,
VEHICLES AND TANKS TAKING THEIR TURNS ON THE TRACK.

@ : . : - AMAZING! THESE TRAPE FAIRS HAVE A JARGON ALL ON THEIR OWN.
=, INPESTRUCTIELE! THE WORDS "ARMS" AND "WEAPONS"™ ARE NEVER USEDR,
RELENTLESS! BUT RATHER "PEFENCE TECHNOLOGIES",

‘e
CLAP CLAP P ]

CLAP CLAP
CLAP

BECAUSE, OBVIOUSLY, THE AlM IS SOLELY TO PEFEND (ONE'S OWN INTERESTS), NOT TO ATTACK ANYONE...

IN ANY CASE, THE "PRODUCTS® DON'T KILL. THE PREFERRED TERMINOLOGY IS REMINISCENT OF A MARKETING TEXTBOOK:
"LETHALITY", "ENHANCEDR EFFICIENCY®, "QUALITATIVE EPGE", "RETURN ON INVESTMENT", AND 50 ON,

OH YES, ABSOLUTELY,
TS SUPER-EFFICIENT!

MORE CYNICALLY, FIRMS PISPLAY A "COMBAT PROVEN" LOGO TO ATTEST
TO THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THEIR EQUIPMENT.

1. Israeli company Elbit Systems, for instance, boasts that its drones have been combat proven in Gaza... (Corporate Watch and

Elbit Systems website).



https://corporatewatch.org/elbit-systems-company-profile-2/
https://elbitsystems.com/products/uas/

SIMILARLY, THERE |5 NEVER ANY TALK OF UNTIL THE QECD ANTI-BRIBERY CONVENTION CAME INTO FORCE IN 1999,
BRIBES IN THE ARMS INDUSTRY, BUT RATHER COMPANIES COULD LEGALLY PEPUCT THESE EXPENSES FOR TAX PURPOSES.

{OSF “JFIEICEPTIOHAL COMMERCIAL EXPENSES" THE AMOUNTS INVOLVED WERE SOMETIMES ASTRONOMICAL.
Ic).

IT WAS ALL PERFECTLY LEGAL!

ONLY RECENTLY, AN INVESTIGATION' EXPOSER THE BRIBERY BEHIND THE SALE OF FRENCH LECLERC TANKS TO THE UNITED
ARAE EMIRATES. THESE ARMOURED VEHICLES WERE SOLD IN THE EARLY 19905 BY GIAT (NOW NEXTER). PESPITE BEING
WHOLLY OWNED BY THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT, GIAT PAIR $200 MILLION IN KICKBACKS TO ACCOUNTS LOCATED IN TAX HAVENS.

THESE PAYMENTS SHOULD HAVE REMAINED SECRET BUT FOLLOWING A PISPUTE WITH ONE OF THE BENEFICIARIES,

WHO CLAIMED HE'D BEEN UNPERPAID, IN 2008 THE CASE WAS FINALLY BROUGHT BEFORE THE PARIS ARBITRAL TRIBUNAL
- EFFECTIVELY A PRIVATE COURT BYPASSING THE ORPINARY JUSTICE SYSTEM. IN THE ENG, THE FRENCH COMPANY

WAS FORCED TO PISCLOSE THE NATURE OF THESE PAYMENTS, WHICH TURNED OUT TO BE OUTRIGHT BRIBES.

IT WAS ALL A LONG
TIME AGD, YOUR HONOUR..

[

1. The investigation was conducted in 2018 by Mediapart, Der Spiegel and La Repubblica, based on WikiLeaks documents.
See in particular: Fabrice Arfi, «De la corruption a la guerre au Yémen, I'histoire secréete des chars francais», Mediapart,
28 September 2018.
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https://www.mediapart.fr/journal/international/280918/de-la-corruption-la-guerre-au-yemen-l-histoire-secrete-des-chars-francais?onglet=full
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THE LECLERC TANKS SOLP TO THE UAE ARE NOW BEING USEPR IN THE WAR IN YEMEN, WHICH IS RESPONSIBLE FOR WHAT
THE UN CALLS "THE WORLP'S WORST HUMANITARIAN CRISIS". NOT THAT THIS STOPPED NEXTER'S CEQ FROM BRAGGING
ABOUT THE GREAT PUBLICITY IT WOULD GENERATE FOR HIS TANKS'. NEW CONTRACTS IN THE REGION SOON?

100% COMBAT PROVEN

THIS MALPRACTICE WAS FAR FROM AN ISOLATER CASE. THE KARACHI AFFAIR, THE AGUSTA-PASSALLT CASE, THE TAIWAN
FRIGATES, ANGOLAGATE... THE LIST SOES ON AND ON! GIVEN THE SECRECY SURROUNDING IT AND THE SUMS AT STAKE,
THE ARMS INPUSTRY REMAINSG FERTILE GROUND FOR BRIBERY AND CORRUPTION, BACKHANDERS, UNPERCOVER PAYMENTS
T POLITICAL PARTIES, ANR SO ON.

A STURY HAS ESTIMATELD THAT AT LEAST 40 PERCENT OF CORRUPTION
IN INTERNATIONAL TRADE IS LINKEDR TO THE ARMS BUSINESS?,
PRETTY IMPRESSIVE, ISN'T IT?

1. «As for the Leclerc tanks, | can assure you that their deployment in Yemen has made a big impression on military personnel in
the region.» Nexter CEO Stéphane Mayer during a hearing at the French National Assembly (in French), 2 March 2016.

2. Jean Guisnel, Armes de corruption massive: secrets et combines des marchands de canons, La Découverte, 2011; Compendium
of Arms Trade Corruption, World Peace Foundation.


http://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/14/cr-cdef/15-16/c1516037.asp
https://www.editionsladecouverte.fr/armes_de_corruption_massive-9782707153074
https://sites.tufts.edu/corruptarmsdeals/compendium-cases/
https://sites.tufts.edu/corruptarmsdeals/compendium-cases/

IN CONVENTIONAL TRAPE, COMPANIES ARE LARGELY INFEPENPENT OF SOVERNMENT. THEY CAN EXPORT PRETTY MUCH
WHATEVER THEY LIKE, WITHOUT HAVING TO APPLY FOR AN EXPORT LICENCE FIRST. THE ARMS TRAPE IS PIFFERENT.
HERE, GOVERNMENT HAS A VITAL ROLE TO PLAY, AS IT PECIPES WHETHER TO ISSUE AN EXPORT PERMIT.

S0 IT'S HO SURPRISE THAT ARMS INDUSTRY LOBBIES COURT THOSE IN POWER TO INFLUENCE THEIR PECISIONS.
THIS £O5Y RELATIONSHIP IS BOLSTERED BY THE "REVOLVING DOOR EFFECT", WHERE PRIVATE-SECTOR ACTORS
MOVE INTC THE POLITICAL SPHERE AND VICE VERSA.
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TAKE DIRK MIEBEL, FOR EXAMPLE. IN EARLY 2015, HE SWITCHER CAREER BUILT UP OVER A PERIOD OF YEARS,
HE BUILT HIS POLITICAL CAREER AS TO BECONE A LOBBYIST FOR WITH A CLEAR FOCUS ON AFRICA AND
A MEMBER OF GERMANY'S LIBERAL THE RHEINMETALL GROUR ONE OF THE MIDDLE EAST,

FREE PEMOCRATIC PARTY (FDP). EUROPE'S LEADING ARMS PROPUCERS.

HE EVEN SERVED AS FEDERAL MIMISTER
OF ECONOMIC COOPERATION AND
PEVELOPMENT FROM 2009 TO 2013,

ON THE WEBSITE OF HIS CONSULTING FIRM,
HE 15 NOW ABLE TO VAUNT HIS "GLOBAL
NETWORK"...

THESE CONTACTS ARE SURE TO COME N
HAND'Y FOR BUSINESS...,
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T ENCOURAGE POLITICAL PECISION-MAKERS TO AUTHORISE ARMS EXPORTS, LOBBYISTS INVARIABLY HIGHLIGHT

THE ECONCMIC BENEFITS AND LOCAL JOBS THEY COULD GENERATE. A MAJOR CONTRACT, SUCH AS THE MULTI-YEAR
CONSTRUCTION OF SUBMARINES, FRIGATES, OR AIRCRAFT, CAN OFTEN LEAD T& THE CREATION OF THOUSANDS

OF (MOSTLY SKILLER) JOBS.

HNOR IS IT UNCOMMON FOR ARMS COMPANIES TO PELIBERATELY INVEST (N REGIONS WHERE UNEMPLOYMENT IS HIGH,

TO FURTHER BOLSTER THEIR BARGAINING POWER. AT A TIME OF ECONOMIC CRISIS, THE AUTHORITIES FIND IT HARD

T TURN POWN A CONTRACT THAT WILL RESULT IN JOBS BEING CREATED. GOVERNMENTS THEREFORE SOMETIMES

TEP;EETO LGEGK THE OTHER WAY, EVEN IF THE BUYER IS NOT EXACTLY A PARAGON OF VIRTUE - WITH ALL THE CONSEQUENCES
THIS ENTAILS. ..

MUST THINK ABOUT
THE WORKERS
AND THEIR FAMILIES

AS BIG DEALS ARE ALWAYS PONE AT THE HIGHEST LEVEL, PIPLOMATIC TRIPS TURN INTO BUSINESS TRIPS, WITH HEADS OF STATE
ACTING AS AMBASSAPORS FOR THEIR PEFENCE INDUSTRY. DIPLOMACY AND' ARMS SALES OFTEN &0 HAND IN HAND,
WITH EVERY BIG CONTRACT THAT IS SIGNEL FURTHER CEMENTING LINKS BETWEEN THE SELLER AND BUYER COUNTRIES...

44



WHO CAN FORGET PONALD TRUMP IN 2018, GLEEFULLY HOLPING UP A GIANT CHEQUE IN FRONT OF MOHAMMED BIN SALMAN,
SALUDI ARABIA'S CROWN PRINCE AND MINISTER OF DEFENCE, WHO HAD JUST ORPEREDR 510 BILLION OF MILITARY EGQUIPMENT
FROM THE UNITER STATES... THIS WAS A CHANCE FOR THE US PRESIPENT TO BURNISH HIS "DEALMAKER" IMAGE,

WHILE THE SAURIS SECURELD LONG-TERM PROTECTION FROM THE WORLE'S LEAPING MILITARY POWER. AND YES,

THERE ARE PLENTY OF SIMILAR EXAMPLES INVOLVING EUROPEAN HEARS OF STATE..

THAT'S PEANUTS
FOR YouU !

IT SEEMS TO BE A WIN-WIN GAME FOR EVERYONE! ARMS COMPANIES FILL THEIR ORDPER BOOKS AND HIRE STAFF,
POLITICIANS KEEP THEIR JOBS, AND IMPORTING COUNTRIES CONSOLIPATE THEIR MILITARY MIGHT WHILE SECURING
DIPLOMATIC SUPPORT FROM THE SELLING COUNTRY'...

IN REALITY. THOUGH, THERE ARE ALWAYS TWO SROUPS WHO LOSE OUT: ORPINARY PEOPLE IN THE PURCHASING COUNTRIES,
WHO WILL INDIRECTLY BEAR THE COST OF ALL THE SPENPING ON ARMS IN THE FORM OF REPUCED SOCIAL BUDSETS.
EVERY WEAPON IMPORTED REPRESENTS MONEY THAT COULD HAVE BEEN SPENT ON HEALTHCARE, EPUCATION, HOUSING,
TRANSPORT, AND S0 ON.

IT WORKEDR OUT JUsT
RIGHT - I'D PLANNED

AN OUTPOOR ACTIVITY
TORAY ANYWAY

WE'D HAVE PREFERRED
AN AMBULANCE

~ THOSE WHO ENG UP ON THE RECEVING
ENE' OF THE WEAPONS.

1. Another benefit for exporting states is that it makes importing countries dependent on their suppliers, especially for high-tech
armaments, meaning guaranteed maintenance contracts for decades to come...

45



IN 2021, ARMED CONFLICTS" CONTINUE TO RAGE AROUND THE NUMBER OF REFUGEES FORCED FROM THEIR HOMES DUE

THE WORLD, WITH HOTSPOTS INCLUPING AFGHANISTAN, 10 PERSECUTION, CONFLICT AND HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS
TEMEN, LIBYA, SYRIA, CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC, CONTINUES TO GROW,

SOUTH SUDPAN, MEXICO, IRAG, NIGERIA, AND UKRAINE...

2013

7
I I ‘ .2024

A SAP RECORD WAS BROKEN IN 2020 AS THE NUMBER OF REFUGEES AND DISPLACEDR PERSONS WORLPWIPE PASSED
THE 80 MILLION MARKE. THAT'S EQUIVALENT TQ THE POPULATION OF GERMANY... SOMETHING TO BEAR IN MIND' WHEN
LISTENING TO SOME OF THE MORE SIMPLISTIC RHETORIC ..

WE CAN'T TAKE IN ALL
THE WORLE'S POOR!

THE "MIGRATION CRISIS" ITSELF IS LUCRATIVE FOR SECURITY | NEAPONS ARE THE FUEL OF CONFLICT, ANP EVEN ONCE
FIRMS, WHICH OFFER THEIR SERVICES T HELP "SECURE HOSTILITIES ARE OVER, THEIR PRESENCE HAS THE POTENTIAL
EURDPE'S BORPERS"... TO TRIGGER A FRESH OUTEREAK OF VIOLENCE AT ANY TIME.

WHY PON'T YOU JUST STAY J MY VILLAGE NO LONGER EXISTS,
IN YOUR VILLAGE? IT WAS DESTROYED BY BOMBS
MADE IN YOUR COUNTRY...

1. There are various tools tracking current conflicts.

2.Forced displacement passes 80 million by mid-2020, UNHCR, 9 December 2020.



ONCE A PERSON HAS SOT USER TO USING A WEAPON,
THEY MAY BE TEMPTER TO DO 50 AGAIN - ESPECIALLY
IF THEY FIND THEMSELVES IN A PESPERATE PLIGHT...

IT IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN EVER THAT WE FIND WAYS
T0 REPUCE THE NUMBER OF WEAPONS IN CIRCULATION
WORLPWIDE, TO STEM THIS SPIRAL OF VIOLENCE.
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SEVERAL SOLUTIONS EXIST ON THE GROUND, SUCH AS
PISARMAMENT, PEMOBILISATION, AND REINTEGRATION
PROGRAMMES FOR EX-COMBATANTS.

COMBATANTS HAND OVER THEIR WEAPONS TO THE AUTHORITIES
ANP RENOUNCE VIOLENCE IN EXCHANGE FOR MONEY OR LAND
THAT THEY CAN CULTIVATE.

ANOTHER APPROACH IS TO WORK WITH LOCAL AUTHORITIES
T MAKE WEAPON STORAGE LOCATIONS MORE SECURE.

THIS IS IMPORTANT BECALSE THE ILLICIT ARMS TRADE OFTEN
THRNEEE%I;J WEAPONS STOLEN FROM THE ARMED FORCES
OR POLICE'.

(ly

1. In 2007 the United States Government Accountability Office found that 110,000 of the 185,000 AK-47 rifles supplied to the Iraqi
security forces were no longer in the official arsenals in Baghdad. This is a very compelling example of what can go wrong. DOD
Cannot Ensure That U.S.-Funded Equipment Has Reached Iragi Security Forces, Report to Congressional Committees, July 2007
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https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-07-711.pdf
https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-07-711.pdf
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CAMPAIGNS TO COLLECT AND PESTROY WEAPONS ARE ALSO AN EFFECTIVE WAY TO ENSURE THAT THESE ARMS ARE
NEVER USEDP AGAIN.

=L

SOME OF THE PROFITS ARE
THEN PLOUGHER BACK INTO
COMMUNITIES AFFECTED
BY ARMED VIOLENCE.

BUT ACTION CAN ALSO BE TAKEN CLOSER TO HOME - ACTION THAT REALLY MAKES A DIFFERENCE!

IN SEVERAL EUROPEAN COUNTRIES, ORGANISATIONS HAVE TAKEN THEIR SGOVERNMENTS TO COURT FOR BEING TOO LAK
ON ARMS EXPORTS... POCKERS AT SEVERAL PORTS HAVE REFUSEDR TO LOADR CONTAINERS FULL OF WEAPONS, FORCING
THE CARGO SHIPS TS TURN BACK...

1. For more information about this initiative, see humanium-metal.com.


http://humanium-metal.com
http://humanium-metal.com


MORE AND MORE CITIZENS ARE DEMANDING
ACCOUNTABILITY FROM THEIR BANKS AND ELECTEDR
REPRESENTATIVES, TAKING PART IN PEMONSTRATIONS,
JOINING ASSOCIATIONS OR POLITICAL PARTIES,
ENGASING IN ACTS OF CIVIL ISOBERIENCE..

L

THE NUMBER OF FIREARMS CURRENTLY

IN CIRCULATION WORLDWIPE 1S EYE-WATERING.
THE ESTIMATELR TOTAL IS OVER ONE BILLION'!
AND MORE ARE BEING PROPUCER EVERY PAY...

=
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THE PROLIFERATION OF FIREARMS IS A GLOBAL SCOURGE,
AND COLLECTIVE ACTION IS NEEPEDR MORE URGENTLY THAN EVER!

WEAPONS TRULY ARE THE FUEL OF CONFLICT, HOW ARE WE TO EXTINGUISH FIRES
IF WE KEEP APDING FUEL TO THEM?

1. Small Arms Survey database — Global Firearms Holdings.
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http://www.smallarmssurvey.org/de/weapons-and-markets/tools/global-firearms-holdings.html

WHO BENEFITS FROM
THE CRIME? -
WITH SOME ARMED CONFLICTS PRH-E{SIHG
ON FOR YEARS, THIS IS A LEGFI'IM.A‘I"E
GUESTION TO ASK... e

I5 IT JUST FATE? THESE LONG-TERM CONFLICTS
ARE HISHLY LUCRATIVE FOR THE ARMS INPUSTRY,
AS GLOBAL INSECURITY INEVITABLY LEARS TO

A RAMPING-UP OF MILITARY SPENDING

WORLD MILITARY EXPENDITURE REACHED $1,981 BILLION IN 2020".
ITS HIGHEST LEVEL SINCE THE ENP OF THE COLD WAR!

THIS COLOSSAL AMOUNT REPRESENTS 2.4 PERCENT
OF GLOBAL GROSS POMESTIC PROPULT,

OR AROUND $250 FOR EVERY PERSON

ON THE PLANET,

CONFLICTS UP

SHARE PRICES UP

BY WaY OF COMPARISON, THE UN FOOP AND AGRICULTURE ORSGANIZATION ESTIMATES THAT $267 BILLION PER YEAR
ﬂ%lﬂﬁﬁ?%ﬁl‘wﬁ GLOBAL MILITARY SPENPING) WOULP BE ENOUSGH TO COMPLETELY ERARICATE HUNGER
W

IT'S A MATTER OF POLITICAL PRIORITIES...

1. Figures taken from SIPRI Yearbook 2021, published by the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute.

2. Achieving Zero Hunger: The critical role of investments in social protection and agriculture, Report of the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations, July 2015.


https://sipri.org/yearbook/2021

THE QUASI-PERMANENT STATE OF WAR IN WHICH THE WORLE FINDS ITSELF, IN PLACES SUCH AS AFGHANISTAN (SINCE 1979),
IRAG (SINCE 2003), SYRIA (SINCE 2011) AND YEMEN (SINCE 2014), CONTINUES TO LINE THE POCKETS OF MATOR
SHAREHOLPERS IN "SECURITY" COMPANIES.

SIETY YEARS AGO, US PRESIDENT DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER WAS ALREADY WARNING ABOUT THE RISE
OF THE MILITARY-INPUSTRIAL COMPLEX FORMED BY THE ARMS INDUSTRY, ARMED FORCES, AND POLITICIANS.

1L o NN
"IN THE COUNCILS OF GOVERNMENT, WE MUST
GUARD AGAINST THE ACQUISITION OF UNWARRANTED
| IMFLUENCE [...] BY THE MILITARY-INPUSTRIAL comPLEX™ I

CONSIPERING THE CLOSE LINKS BETWEEN SOME HIGH-RANKING BUT THIS SITUATION IS NOT INEVITABLE!
POLITICIANS AND BIG ARMS COMPANIES TODWY, IT'S HARD NOT THE BALANCE OF POWER CAN SHIFT: IT'S FIRST
TO CONCLUPE THAT THE FORMER LS PRESIPENT WAS RIGHT. AND FOREMOST A GUESTION OF POLITICAL CHOICES...

1. «The potential for the disastrous rise of misplaced power exists and will persist. We must never let the weight of this
combination endanger our liberties or democratic processes...», Extract from President Dwight D. Eisenhower's Farewell
Address, delivered on 17 January 1961.
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https://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=false&doc=90&page=transcript
https://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=false&doc=90&page=transcript
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AS WE HAVE SEEN, EUROPEAN COUNTRIES ARE HEAVILY IMPLICATED IN THE FACT THAT THE PLANET IS OVERRUN WITH WEAPONS
AND EMBROILED IN ENDLESS CONFLICTS. THIS ALSO MEANS THAT EURCFE'S CITIZENS HAVE A RESPONSIBILITY TO PO SOMETHNG
ABOUT IT. BY ACTING TOGETHER, WE CAN REALLY MAKE A DIFFERENCE. IF WE WANT A LESS ARMED WORLD, WE NEED TO ACT

ON ALL FRONTS...

WE MUST PUT PRESSURE ON OUR GOVERNMENTS To:

=== Y BETTER CONTROL AND LIMIT

PREVENT CORRUFTION e W ARMS EXPORTS,
IN THE ARMS TRAFE : WITH THE ULTIMATE SOAL
< OF BRINGING THEM TS AN END

F

BY INVESTING IN ERUCATION, HEALTHCARE,
AND A SUSTAINABLE ECONOMY, WE CAN PREVENT
- CONFLICTS FROM ARISING BY TACKLING

’T..\ THEIR ROOT CAUSES
11 ‘h‘ w_‘h.-ﬂ""',..-""' — s

| ,._pli"' s
( |. | Pf' J"y‘::-" =
INTRODUCE STRIET RULES ON LOBEYING I [ _,}""" /
AND PROVIDE TRANSPARENCY ON WHO | ] {] }7 e
i

INFLUENCES DECISION-MAKING , I /
Y o
l | | ‘ :l I.‘ i I _‘-"" '
UYL TP |

REPIRECT BUPGETS S50 THAT PRIGRITY
IS TRULY GIVEN TO PEVELOPMENT
RATHER THAN SECURITY SOLUTIONS




PROTECT AND SUPPORT INVESTIGATIVE -

JOURNALISTS ANDP WHISTLE-BLOWERS
WHO EXPOSE CRIMES AND HELP US

PREVENT FURTHER ATROCITIES

PROPOSE VIABLE
ALTERNATIVES
FOR PEFENCE

CONVERSION

e L}

N X
AS AN INDIVIDUAL,

YOU CAN-

i

—
JGIN A PEACE MOVEMENT }
IN YOUR RESGION
MOBILISE WITHIN
AN ASSOCIATION
PEMONSTRATE, ORGANISE A DEBATE, OR POLITICAL PARTY \\

SHARE THIS COMIC BOOK WITH OTHERS...

SUPPORT ALL THOSE
WORKING FOR
A LESS ARMED WORLD!
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EUROPEAN COUNTRIES CAN PLAY THEIR PART BY CHANGING THE RULES OF THE ARMS TRADE. IF EUROPE BECOMES
MORE RESPONSIBLE ANP MUCH MORE RESTRICTIVE IN ITS ARMS EXPORTS, IT WILL FORCE OTHER GOVERNMENTS
TO BE ACCOUNTABLE TO THEIR OWN CITIZENS. NO LONGER WILL THEY BE ABLE TO HIDE BEHIND THE ARGUMENT
THAT "EVERYONE DOES IT"...

WEAFONS WON'T HELP US DEAL WITH THE TERRIELE CONSEQUENCES OF CLIMATE CHANGE
AND FUTURE PANPEMICS, OR ERAFICATE INEGQUALITIES.

BIG CHANGE LOOKS IMPOSSIBLE
WHEN YOU START, AND INEVITABLE
WHEN YOU FINISHY

INSTEAD, WE SHOULD BE INVESTING IN EDUCATION,
HEALTHCARE AND INFRASTRUCTURE, WITH A VIEW
TO BRINGING ABOUT AN ECOLOGICAL
AND SOCIAL TRANSITION...
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1. Quote from Bob Hunter, one of the founding members of Greenpeace.
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It is impossible to determine the number of firearms in circulation in the world, but one
thing is certain: there have never been so many! According to recent estimates, there
are now more than one billion firearms in existence. And if you consider the number of
guns leaving the arsenals each day, this flow is not about to decrease.

European states bear a great share of responsibility for this situation. VWeapons made
in Europe are used to kill, harm and displace people around the globe. \While people
lose their lives, their health, their relatives and their homes in armed conflicts, arms-
producing companies generate profits. The European arms industry is an opague sector
that violates laws, exerts influence on decision-makers and shirks responsibility.

However, there is insufficient control of the arms trade in Europe, and once a weapon has
been exported nobody can guarantee anything. Between the preservation of economic
interests and respect for human rights, between commitments made at the international
level and the reality in practice, there are gaps and contradictions.

Faced with this complexity, GRIP and the Rosa-Luxemburg-Stiftung Brussels Office felt
it was important for citizens to discover some of the inner workings of the system,
to enable them to better understand and perhaps influence the decisions that
the authorities make in this area. This comic book explains the international arms trade,
shows what's wrong with it and offers insights into how we can address this problem.
We invite you to immerse yourself in this little-known world of the arms trade...

Follow the guide!
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